
 

 

November 2014 

Fr. Chris writes … 

My dear people, 

November has arrived! We have so much happening this month, and into December. 

Here’s a quick review; more info appears in the pages of this issue. At our Ministry Fair 

on the 16th you’ll have the opportunity to learn about and sign up for our liturgical 

ministries. If you’ve wanted to join the blessed ranks of the lectors, the Eucharistic 

Ministers, the greeters, the Eucharistic Visitors, or other essential ministries, here’s your 

chance. Service to the assembly on Sunday morning is the right and privilege of every 

Christian. It’s also a good way to live out your stewardship of your gifts! 

The next Sunday, the Sunday of Christ the King, our dear friends Melissa and Grant Geis 

will return from Colorado for a beautiful reason. Their baby son, Roman, will be baptized 

with us!  

And the Sunday after that is full indeed. It’s the Sunday after Thanksgiving, so we hope 

you’ll be back from your travels and your Turkey Day feasting to join us for a celebration 

of Evensong, sung evening prayer, in honor of our patron St. Andrew the Apostle. It will 

be followed with a parish party. Sadly, at that party we will bid a fond farewell to our dear 

Karen Whittlesey, who at long last will retire after many years of faithful and devoted 

ministry in our parish.  

Of course, that Sunday, the 30th, is not only our patronal feast day, it is also the first 

Sunday in Advent. Advent is a season of expectant waiting, not only for the celebration 

of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas, but also for the glorious second coming of our 

Lord at the end of the ages.  

All through the month, we’ll continue to gather pledges from all the families and 

households of the church, including you, dear reader. We don’t charge for the sacraments 

or for pastoral care. That would be wrong. Instead, as a spiritual practice of thanksgiving 

and growth, we all share the burdens and joys of our ministry here. Celeste and I pledge. 

The Vestry pledges. We hope you will join us. 

May God who gives us everything for which we are thankful give you all that you need in 

this life, and may God give you the strength to share what you have where it is needed. 

In the Peace of Christ, 

  Chris+ 
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The Rite of Reconciliation in Advent 

For the four Sundays of Advent, Fr Chris will be in the Chapel from 10:00 to 10:30 to hear confessions. If you 

are unfamiliar with the rite, please see page 449 of the BCP.   

Liturgical Changes for Advent 

With the change of the liturgical seasons, we will see a few alterations in the pattern of our worship: 

• We will begin with the Penitential Order (page 351 in the BCP). This moves the Confession and 

Absolution to the beginning of the service. 

• Instead of the Gloria (“Glory to God in the highest…”) we will sing the Trisagion (“Holy God, holy 

and mighty, holy immortal one, have mercy upon us”). We did this last year, if you recall. 

• Announcements will move to the end of the liturgy, just before the final blessing. This means we’ll go 

straight from the Peace to the Offertory. 

• The collect of the day will be chanted. 

• Finally, the Memorial Acclamation will be sung. That’s the part in the Eucharistic Prayer where the 

assembly says “We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.” 

The chant is simple, and we’ll pick it up quickly. 

Stewardship, vestry service in focus 

Our annual Stewardship Campaign is underway, as letters have gone out to most parishioners, urging them to 

make their pledges for the 2015 budget. Vestry members Bill Barnes, Jean Runge and David Mai, who are leading 

the campaign, have set November 23 as the date for returning pledge cards. On November 30, St. Andrew’s Day, 

all pledge cards received to date will be blessed at the St. Andrew’s Day evening prayer service at 5:30 so work 

can begin on the budget that will be presented for parish approval at the annual meeting in January. 

At the annual meeting we will also elect members to the vestry for the coming year. Please give prayerful 

consideration to standing for election and, if you feel called to serve, let Fr. Chris know before the end of 

December. 

 

St. Andrew’s congratulates … 

… DeLores Johnson, who celebrated her 90th birthday last month with a party during a coffee hour. 
… Jean Cooper, who celebrates her 80th birthday on Nov. 3. 
…Elizabeth First, who celebrates her 91st birthday on Nov. 14 
  

Our sympathy … 
… to DeLores Johnson, whose son Stuart died last month and has been interred in the St. Andrew’s 
Churchyard. 



 

 

Page 3 November 2014 

From the senior warden 

Vestry seeks parishioners’ help in sharing the joys of St. Andrew’s 

The Vestry has set two goals for the year, and your help is needed to accomplish them. 

One goal is to increase membership at St. Andrew’s through the website, publicity, identifying people who are new 

to the area, and hosting events at our church. We have plenty of seats to fill. We hope that people will visit St. 

Andrew’s, and they will find a welcoming place of worship and fellowship.  

After the initial visit, the goal is to have them return and become involved with St. Andrew’s on a regular basis. 

The congregation’s help is needed to “talk up” the joys of attending St. Andrew’s to your family, friends, and 

neighbors. Invite them to Sunday services or to other events in November and December:  

• Nov.  9 – Veterans Day coffee hour 

• Nov 30 – St. Andrew’s Day dinner 

• Dec  2 – Cookies and hot cider served on the sidewalk at the Christmas Parade 

• Dec.  6  – St. Nicholas Day service for children in the Children's Chapel followed by dessert  

We hope that the hospitality of our congregation will appeal to the interests of new members and lead to increased 

attendance. Events for 2015 will be announced as the time draws near. 

A second goal set is to increase participation in ministries, the work and activities of St. Andrew’s. After the 10:45 

a.m. service on Nov. 16, a Ministry Fair will be held in the Parish Hall. A representative of each ministry will be 

present to answer questions and ask your help with ushering, reading, altar guild, parish life, acolytes, communion 

servers, home communion, and other committees. There are lots of jobs to make things happen and lots of 

opportunities for everyone to get involved. We hope that you’ll make the extra effort to attend the fair and sign up 

for more than one activity if possible. (And Parish Life is serving a soup buffet with breads and apple crisp as an 

extra incentive to get good attendance at the Ministry Fair.)  

We want St. Andrew’s to build and grow. Your extra effort to invite others to the “happenings” at St. Andrew’s 

and your increased service and participation in the community of our parish are greatly appreciated. 

David Mai 

St. Andrew’s ‘adopts’ St. Francis 

Christmas outreach will aid children in foster care 

Foster children in the Emporia area will receive Christmas gifts this year with a boost from St. Andrew’s 

parishioners. The outreach-ministry committee has given the go-ahead to a plan to contribute to children in the 

custody of St. Francis Community Services, an Episcopal organization based in Salina with an office in Emporia. 

Jean Runge, Sadie Pile and Patrick Kelley submitted the proposal to designate St. Francis Community Services as 

the recipient of our traditional collection. St. Francis will purchase gifts appropriate for children in their care and 

will deliver the gifts to the children in time for Christmas. 

Please be as generous as you can in giving to this seasonal effort – and please keep the children, their families and 

the St. Francis staff in your prayers. 
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Say it ain’t so, Karen! 

Sad, but true: Karen Whittlesey will be leaving St. Andrew’s before the end of the month. 

Karen, who has become a vital part of life at St. Andrew’s, has decided to retire, leaving an empty chair in the 

office, a chair that will be difficult to fill. 

She has been compiling a list of her “job responsibilities,” and that must be a long list, indeed. In addition to 

preparing weekly bulletins, the monthly Crossroads, and the annual meeting booklet, Karen schedules the 

parishioners who assist in Sunday services, keeps track of the church’s availability for meetings, keeps the parish 

directory up to date, and serves as the “face” of St. Andrew’s. And that’s just a smattering of the tasks that fill her 

days. 

The vestry has not decided how to go about filling the vacancy that will be left by Karen’s departure, but one 

thing’s sure: It won’t be easy to find another like her. It won’t be easy even to come close! 

 

Thanks, but it is so! 

One Fourth of July I took my mother, parishioner Elizabeth First, to a service and barbeque in the Mai’s 

backyard. I had left my work in library association management in Chicago the year before and, now living in 

Emporia, I wanted to do something to meet more people and to add something to the household income. She 

knew that St. Andrew’s needed a part-time secretary and thought I should speak with the priest.  

I was hired, and began working here in August of 2006. What a fine decision! The organizational skills my mother 

instilled in me combined well with my seminary education and knowledge of Episcopal worship. And I knew how 

to use a computer. The tasks of the job seemed to fit my skills and your needs just right. 

St. Andrew’s - you - and I started an 8-year partnership in this place. I did my best to help keep operations 

running smoothly, especially during transitions, and you welcomed and encouraged me. For that, I thank you 

enormously. You are wonderful people. 

It is now time to retire fully. My energy is needed for those I love, including me, and I can only do so much. I 

know I carry your support and affection with me. I am grateful for both. 

I am also oh-so-grateful that Fr. Chris did not accept my offer to resign when he came to St. Andrew’s!  

It’s been a pleasure. 

Now, as Lt. Columbo would say, one more thing: Can you guess what Fr. Chris and my son Alex have in 

common? Look at the bottom of the page for the answer. 

Karen, retiring as of November 26 

They both went to the same Boston-area high school at the same time! 



 

 

If a date that’s important to you 

hasn’t been included in this 

calendar, please notify the church 

office at 342-1537 or 

office@standrewsemporia.org.  
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November Milestones 

We celebrate  

Births 

Nov. 2 Gould Garcia 
Nov. 3 Jean Cooper 
 Donna Eudaley 
 Trish Weidert 
Nov. 6 Anna Brownlee 
Nov. 9 Ian Lackey 
Nov. 10 Helen Call 
Nov. 11 Zoë Dyer 
Nov. 13 Norma Gilpin 
 Chuck Moore 
Nov. 14 Elizabeth First 
Nov. 15 Brian Dyer 

Baptisms 

Nov. 1 Collin Moody 
 Lucas Moody 
Nov. 4 Nolan Jacob 

Nov. 6 Elijah Williams 
 Julia Williams (reaff.) 
 Kevin Williams 
 Kira Williams 
Nov. 9 Nancy Cordill  
Nov. 13 Bob Basler 
Nov. 22 Robert Graves 

Confirmations  

Nov. 15 Shirlee Ebberts 
Nov. 19 Dobby Bailey 
 Don Bailey 
Nov. 30 Patrick Kelley 

Marriages 

None in November 

We remember 

Nov. 2 Gertrude Behymer  
 Clair Bowen 

Nov. 5 James Walker 
Nov. 6 Guy Sickler 
Nov. 9 Jeannette Price 
Nov. 10 Liz Hollar 
Nov. 12 Dorothy Jean Conwell 
 William Larkin 
Nov. 14 Floy Johnson 
Nov. 18 Marian Koger 
Nov. 19 Jay Lynn Mendenhall 
Nov. 20 Thomas Harris 
Nov. 22 Ora Belle Blevens 
 Cheryl Ann Waller 
 Jerri Lynn Waller 
Nov. 23 Fannie Klinkenberg 
 Letilia Mullinex 
Nov. 24     Loraine (Betty)   
         Mendenhall 
Nov. 25 Jim Teichgraeber 
Nov. 26 Roger Samuelson 
 Lucile Uhley 

In our daily prayers we celebrate and remember 

Looking ahead: special worship services and events 

Tuesday, Nov. 11-    Fr. Chris away for the gathering of presbyters of the diocese. 

Thursday, Nov. 13 

Sunday, Nov. 23 Roman Geis baptism at the 10:45 Eucharist. 

Sunday, Nov. 30 St. Andrew’s Day! Sung Evening Prayer (Evensong) at 5:30, followed by a pot-luck 

 supper. Pledges received to date are blessed during Evensong and we say good-bye to 

 Karen at the party. 

Tuesday, Dec. 2   We offer hot cider and cookies on the sidewalk during the Christmas parade, which 

 begins at 7 p.m. at Commercial and 4th and makes its way up to 12th. 

Saturday, Dec. 6  St. Nicholas Day worship with the children in their chapel upstairs at 2 p.m.; dessert 

 follows in the parish hall. 
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A soldier, a bishop, an evangelist 

November commemorations have special meaning to  

Emporia Episcopalians 

November began by honoring the saints of the Church and the souls who contributed to our personal growth as 

Christians. And the month ends with the celebration of St. Andrew, the patron saint of our own parish. In 

between, we find the days set aside to remember two men whose lives are particularly significant to Emporia 

Episcopalians. 

We know that Emporia is the founding city of Veterans Day, the day that grew out of Armistice Day, which 

marked the end of World War I, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. Nov. 11 is also the day the 

Church remembers Martin of Tours, a soldier who became a saint. 

Born in Hungary in A.D. 316, Martin grew up in Italy and went to France as a soldier in the Roman army. He was 

preparing for Christian baptism, against his parents’ wishes. One day, near the city of Amiens, legend says, he met 

a beggar and cut his military cloak in half to share with the man. That night, he dreamt of Jesus, who was wearing 

the part of the cloak he had given away. He heard Jesus say to the angels, “Martin .. clothed me with this robe.”  

Another version of the legend says that Martin awoke and found that his cloak had been made whole again.  

Baptized at 18, Martin continued in the army. However, before a battle in Germany, Martin told his superiors that 

he could not fight because his faith prohibited him from killing. He was jailed for cowardice, but he volunteered to 

go unarmed to the front. However, the war was ended before the military leaders could take him up on the offer. 

After his return from service, he lived in a monastery and became bishop of Tours in 371. He died in 397. 

Martin of Tours is remembered as a principled saint who cared for the poor and shared his goods, respecting 

secular authority as far as possible. 

As Episcopalians, we remember Samuel Seabury, whose day on the church calendar is Nov. 14, the day Seabury 

was consecrated the first bishop of the Anglican Communion in the United States. He was born in 1729 in 

Connecticut, the son of an Anglican minister, who had converted from the Congregational Church. The family 

were loyalists during the Revolution. 

During the colonial era, there were no Anglican bishops in the New World, so clergy had to travel to England to 

be ordained. After the Revolution, an assembly of clergy chose Samuel Seabury to go to England and seek 

consecration as a bishop. The snag in this plan was a law that forbade British bishops from consecrating anyone 

who would not swear allegiance to the crown. Seabury went, instead, to the Episcopal Church of Scotland, which 

was not connected with the British government and was free to consecrate a bishop for the new United States. 

Consecrated on Nov. 14, 1784, in Aberdeen, Seabury promised that he would do his best to persuade the 

American Church to use as its Prayer of Consecration the Scottish prayer that was taken from the 1549 Book of 

Common Prayer. 

Seabury died in 1796. His name is familiar in our own diocese because of Bishop Seabury Academy in Lawrence. 

 

Continued on next page 
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November commemorations, cont. 

 

And on Nov 30, we pay special honor to Andrew, the saint whose name our parish bears. Andrew, the first 

apostle Jesus called, is mentioned infrequently in the Bible, but he is important because he is responsible for 

bringing his brother, Peter, to Jesus. His enthusiasm in calling Peter to Jesus has led some to consider him the first 

evangelist.  

Andrew is thought by some to have been martyred by crucifixion, bound, not nailed, to a Latin cross of the kind 

on which Jesus was crucified. Tradition says that Andrew was crucified on an X-shaped cross, or “saltire,” now 

known as a “St. Andrew's Cross" — supposedly at his own request, as he considered himself unworthy to be 

crucified on the same type of cross as Jesus had been. Nov. 30 is the national day of Scotland, which employs the 

saltire in its flag. 

Roman Geis to be baptized at St. Andrew’s 

Baby Roman Geis will receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism during the 10:45 a.m. Eucharist on Sunday, Nov. 23. 

Roman lives in Pueblo, Colo., with his parents, Grant and Melissa Geis, who married at St. Andrew’s before 

moving to Colorado, where they are both teachers, as well as sleep-deprived new parents. 

A festive coffee hour will give the St. Andrew’s family the opportunity to get reacquainted (or acquainted) with the 

Geis family. 

The basics: the regular schedule of worship  

Be sure to check page 5 for special worship services and events. The regular schedule is below.  

Worship 

Sundays  Holy Eucharist, Rite II said at 8:30 a.m. and Rite II sung at 10:45 a.m. Faith Formation for adults at   

9:45 a.m.  (Loose change and designated checks in the collection plate the first Sunday go to help support Jezel 

Marie, our “adopted” daughter in the Philippines.) 

Second Sundays  We worship at Presbyterian Manor with our parishioners who reside there. 

Wednesdays  Worship begins at 6 p.m.  

Mondays through Thursdays  Matins (Morning Prayer) said at 8:30 a.m.  

Recurring events 

Mondays  Voice, the ESU Episcopal students’ groups, meets for Bible study and Compline at 9 p.m. 

Second Thursdays  The vestry meets in the conference room at 6:30. Interested parishioners are welcome to 

attend. 

Fourth Tuesdays  The women of St. Andrew’s gather for a monthly luncheon, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 

Amanda’s, Seventh Avenue and Commercial Street. Pay your own way; come and go as your schedule permits. 

Because the fourth Tuesdays in November and December fall so close to the holidays, there is no luncheon in 

those two months. 
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WORSHIP TIMES 

Sundays 8:30 (spoken) and  

10:45 a.m. (sung) 

Wednesdays 6:00 p.m., followed by fellowship 

and a meal during the academic year 

OFFICE HOURS  

Monday-Thursday, 9:00 - noon 

FR. CHRIS’ DROP-IN HOURS 

Monday-Thursday, 9:00 - 1.p.m. 

Other times by appointment 

 


