
 

 

September 2014 

Fr. Chris writes … 

My dear people, 

Grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus our Lord! Our Summer in the Spirit is drawing 

to a close now. We heard and learned about some of the great hymns of our tradition. 

We shared some of our memories, both the highs and the lows. We explored how we 

approach God and how God has blessed us with spiritual gifts. Above all, we kept 

pausing to ask “where is the Holy Spirit in our lives, in our parish, in our history, and 

in our future.” I hope you enjoyed the Summer in the Spirit opportunities! 

School is back in session, both at ESU and in our school district. Slowly but surely the 

energy level around the parish is ramping up as well. We’re seeing the start of a newly-

revitalized campus ministry. We’re seeing the development of a Centering Prayer 

group, hosted at ESU, but sponsored by our parish. We’re seeing the start of a 

newcomer & inquirer group and a book study. I’ll tell you that my biggest hope with 

Summer in the Spirit was an increased sense of discipleship in our parish, of active 

involvement with this religious life in all its ways. I believe we’re seeing that.  

Being a Christian, being a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, is something that 

involves our whole lives, not simply an hour on Sunday mornings. When we are 

starting to be disciples, and not just church-goers, then we start to see that Jesus has 

something to do with everything in our lives. For disciples, every moment becomes an 

opportunity to perceive the presence of God in the world. At St. Andrew’s, let’s be in 

the business of being disciples, not just on Sundays, but every day. 

But Sundays are important, of course. The Holy Eucharist on Sunday morning is the 

fountain that fills us up with the Word, the Body, and Blood to sustain us for the 

week. We can’t be full-fledged Christians if we’re only in it for an hour on Sunday, but 

also we can’t be full-fledged Christians without regularly joining the Sunday assembly.  

So as this fall unfolds, as the schedule fills up, as the new opportunities and programs 

begin, it is a good time for you to renew your commitment to be a disciple. Set aside 

your Sundays for joining the assembly, worshiping God, and receiving the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Set aside a portion of each day for some prayer. Life will always give you more 

things to do than you can fit in your schedule, but you always have the choice of how 

to set your priorities. May God’s blessing rest upon you! 

Faithfully, 

Chris+ 

CROSSROADS 

Choose a book for 

group reading this 

fall. Read about it 

on page 2. 

Introducing our 

organist and re-

gathering our 

choir. See page 3. 

Just who or what is 

an angel, anyway? 

See page 6. 
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Pick a book for us to explore 

Beginning in late September, the adult faith formation time will be a parish-wide book discussion. We’ll work 

through a particular book a section at a time, talking and sharing thoughts as we go. But first, we need to vote on 

the book! The books are: 

• Mere Christianity by CS Lewis. A wonderfully accessible apologetic, or defense, of the Christian faith. Written by 

one of the greatest writers (and great Anglicans!) of the twentieth century. 

• People of the Way: Renewing Episcopal Identity by Dwight Zscheile. Looks at the changing idea of what it means to 

be Episcopalian as the culture around us shifts. 

• Surprised by Scripture: Engaging Contemporary Issues by NT Wright. The former Bishop of Durham and noted 

Biblical scholar explores major modern concerns through the Bible, and arrives at different places than you 

might expect. 

The books are on the table outside the church office if you want to look them over and vote for one. We’ll put in 

an order through the Town Crier once the votes are in! 

September Adult Faith Formation  

During the month of September, Adult Faith Formation will introduce you to the Daily Office. Morning and 

Evening Prayer, Noonday Prayer, and Compline help us to mark the rhythms of the day with little islands of 

prayer that are filled with the Word of God. 

We will meet on September 7, 21, and 28 (no meeting on the 14th). We will meet in the conference room from 9:45 

to 10:30. 

Loaves and Fishes conversation on Sept. 7 

On July 20, we had a parish meeting to explore the future of Loaves and Fishes as a parish ministry. We also have 

distributed a parish survey, available until September 3, both online and on paper, to gauge the level of support for 

this ministry. We plan to have one more meeting, on September 7, after coffee hour. 

Loaves and Fishes serves upwards of 200 meals a month to anyone who arrives on Saturday.  Currently, a small yet 

dedicated core of volunteers has kept the ministry going, but more help is needed if Loaves and Fishes is to 

continue. The church recently refocused the Third Sunday Outreach collection to go directly to Loaves and Fishes. 

After the July 20 meeting, we got a good response to our request for volunteers and were able to serve on the 

Saturdays in August despite two core volunteers being gone on vacation for most of the month. Looking at the 

few surveys that have come in, it seems as though there is some support for Loaves and Fishes; a number of 

people have mentioned keeping Loaves and Fishes in their prayers; we’re grateful for that! 

But for this ministry to be sustainable, we need more feedback, more assistance, and more involvement. Through 

Loaves and Fishes, we fill needs in the lives of many – the need for food, the need for companionship, the need to 

belong. Now we need your help to keep this ministry going and growing. Please plan to come on September 7 and 

help us plan for the future.                         

  —Rachelle Smith, Loaves and Fishes Coordinator 
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New to St. Andrew’s? New to Christian life? 

It can be hard settling into a new church community. It’s even harder if you’re still wrestling with what Christianity 

is all about. You need a place to meet some people in the same boat as you. You need a space to ask questions.  

For the next few months, meet at the church at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. We’ll meet with Father Chris and 

maybe some other church members who have been around for longer. We’ll keep it casual, but we will have a 

structure. Come to church at 6:00 p.m., or meet us afterwards at 7:00.  Starts September 10 and goes on until, well, 

we’re done. 

 

Welcome to our organist! 

Helen Miller and Homer have lived together for 36 years, ever since Helen acquired him while working in 

Alabama, and they are great companions.  

Helen is our organist and Homer is her African grey parrot.  

A life-long commitment to organ and church music began when Helen was a youngster helping out around the 

church in Wisconsin where her mother was organist.  

This commitment was carried through in her education: a BM (bachelor of music) from Silver Lake College in 

Manitowoc (Wisc.) and an MM in piano performance from the University of Indiana. Her studies (almost) 

completed, Helen left Indiana for Alabama, remaining there for 23 years to teach music to K - 6 pupils in Fort 

Rucker, to serve as an accompanist, to play organ in church -- and to acquire Homer. 

She came to Kansas to be closer to her sister, Marie Miller, former head of the music department at Emporia State.  

Helen took advantage of ESU’s offerings to receive an MS in education administration. 

Helen enjoys being with us, saying, “I look forward to serving as a music minister at St. Andrew’s.” 

Where’s the choir? 

With the addition of Helen Miller to our parish staff, we have somebody to lead us in worship through the organ. 

It is now time to turn our attention to rebuilding and revitalizing a choir. In the Anglican tradition, the choir not 

only provides vocal music and leads the congregation in song, it also sets a role-model for the congregation’s 

“part” in our liturgy. 

Father Chris is hoping to arrange an internship with the vocal department at ESU. We’re working on setting that 

up as this issue of Crossroads goes to press, so we hope that soon we will see the choir coming back together! 

  

Day at the cathedral for women of the diocese 

Here’s a wonderful chance to meet other women of the diocese: Spend a special day at the cathedral on Saturday, 

Sept. 27. The day, sponsored by the Episcopal Women’s Board, includes a worship service, tour of the cathedral 

(with special focus on windows and needlepoint), lunch, and a short meeting. There is a flyer on the table. 

Registration deadline: Sept. 15. Cost $15. 
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Sunday, September 7    

  Jezel-Marie Sunday. On the first Sunday of the   

month, loose change and designated checks in the 

collection plate are used to help support our 

“adopted” daughter in the Philippines.  

 Adult Forum begins at 9:45. See item on page 2.  

 Church school begins during the 10:45 Eucharist. 

 Parishioners are encouraged to remain after coffee 

hour to discuss the future of our Loaves and Fishes 

Ministry. There’s still time to express your opinions 

on our website or on paper. (You’ll find forms on the 

table outside the church office). 

Monday, September 8  Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Noon-day prayer at 12:00, followed by Holy 

Eucharist at 12:10. 

Thursday, September 11  St. Andrew’s vestry meets at 

6:30 p.m. in the conference room. All interested 

parishioners are welcome to attend.  

Sunday, September 14  

Discretionary Fund Sunday. Loose change and        

     designated checks in the collection plate are given to            

     Fr. Chris’s for his discretionary fund. 

No Adult Forum today. 

Sunday, September 21   

Loaves and Fishes Sunday. Loose change and     

     designated checks in the collection plate are used to  

     buy food for our Loaves and Fishes ministry to feed    

     the hungry on Saturdays. 

     Adult Forum at 9:45. 

Monday, September 22  St. Matthew the Evangelist. 

Noon-day prayer at 12:00, followed by Holy Eucharist at 

12:10. 

Tuesday, September 23  The women of St. Andrew’s 

gather for their monthly luncheon, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 

p.m. at Amanda’s, Seventh Avenue and Commercial 

Street. Pay your own way; come and go as your schedule 

permits. 

Sunday, September 28  Adult Forum at 9:45.  

Monday, September 29  St. Michael and All Angels.  

Noon-day prayer at 12:00, followed by Holy Eucharist at 

12:10. 

Coming in October - Diocesan Convention 

The annual convention of the Diocese of Kansas will be 

held October 23-25 at the Cathedral. In addition to our 

clergy delegate (Fr. Chris), we are represented by Sue 

McKinney and Jean Runge. (Our alternates are Lynn 

Bonney and Patrick Kelley.) 

Some events are open to non-delegates, so watch for  

more information in the next few weeks. 

Recurring events 

Sundays  Holy Eucharist, Rite II said at 8:30 a.m. and 

Rite II sung at 10:45 a.m. Faith Formation for adults at 

9:45 a.m.  

Wednesdays  Worship begins at 6 p.m.  

Saturdays  Loaves and Fishes ministry serves a no-cost 

lunch to the community from noon to 1 p.m. in the 

parish hall. St. Andrew’s parishioners are urged to join 

in for good food and conversation and to practice our 

ministry of hospitality to the larger community. 

Mondays through Thursdays  Matins (Morning 

Prayer) said at 8:30 a.m.  

Looking ahead 

September Calendar 
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If a date that’s important to you 

hasn’t been included in this 

calendar, please notify the church 

office at 342-1537 or 

office@standrewsemporia.org.  
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September Milestones 

We celebrate  

Births 

Sept. 8  Andrew Leigh-Bullard 
Sept. 9  Ann Jacob 
Sept. 10 Bob Basler 
Sept. 16 Diana Moore 
Sept. 21 Hudson Kline 
Sept. 26 Susan Mai 
Sept. 30 Pat Adams 
  Julia Williams 

Baptisms 

Sept. 21 Chuck Moore  

Confirmations  

Sept. 17 Nick Jacob 
Jacque Heckman- James (rec’d) 

  David Mai 
  Susan Mai 
  Julia Williams 
  Kevin Williams 
Sept. 27 John Brownlee 
  Lisa Moody 
  Lucas Moody 

Marriages 

Sept. 13 Kelley & Carolyn Lackey 

We remember 

Sept. 1  Beatrice McClure 
Sept. 2  James D. Jones 
Sept. 4  Vergil Ferrbee 
Sept. 6  Helen Bailey 
Sept. 8  Mary Ella Peak 
Sept. 12 Louise Throgmorton 
Sept. 16 Suzie Teichgraeber 
Sept. 17 Bill Heller 
Sept. 18 Catherine Neill 
Sept. 20 George Randall 
Sept. 21 Matthew Perry Day 
Sept. 23 William Gerard Price 
  Jerry Keller 
Sept. 24 Bertha Kufahl 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 

In our daily prayers we celebrate and remember 

We pray for ... 

Every week we pray for the needs of the church and the world in our Sunday liturgies. We pray as well for specific 

people who are sick or suffering, or who have died, or who are actively deployed on military service overseas.  

To include somebody's name in the weekly prayers, please fill out a Prayer Request slip. The slips can be found on 

the table at the back of the church, or on the table near the church office. You can place the slip of paper in the 

offering plate on Sundays. You can also put it under the office door. 

We pray for that person for four Sundays. You can always re-list a name of someone whose need lasts longer than 

a month.  
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Mid-week liturgies coming up 

In addition to the usual Sunday morning and Wednesday evening liturgies, we will observe the following feasts 

with noon-day prayer at noon and the Holy Eucharist at 12:10 p.m. 

• Monday, Sept. 8 – Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• Monday, Sept. 22 – St. Matthew the Evangelist 

• Monday, Sept. 29 – St. Michael and All Angels 

St. Michael and All Angels 

September 29 is the feast of St. Michael and All Angels. It is a commemoration of the work of God through a 

part of the creation that we hear about, but can often misunderstand. Angels are part of God’s creation, distinct 

from humans or animals or anything material. Psalm 8 reminds us that, in the hierarchy of creation, humans stand 

just a little lower than the angels; not in worth, but in holiness and proximity to God. We don’t become angels 

when we die, although sometimes you will hear people say things like that. Angels have a complex and rich story, 

and we join with them in prayer and praise when we sing the Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) in the Eucharist! 

On Angels 
From a sermon by Pope Saint Gregory the Great 

You should be aware that the word “angel” denotes a function rather than a nature. Those holy spirits of heaven 

have indeed always been spirits. They can only be called angels when they deliver some message. Moreover, those 

who deliver messages of lesser importance are called angels; and those who proclaim messages of supreme 

importance are called archangels. And so it was that not merely an angel but the archangel Gabriel was sent to the 

Virgin Mary. It was only fitting that the highest angel should come to announce the greatest of all messages. 

Some angels are given proper names to denote the service they are empowered to perform. In that holy city, 

where perfect knowledge flows from the vision of almighty God, those who have no names may easily be known. 

But personal names are assigned to some, not because they could not be known without them, but rather to 

denote their ministry when they came among us. Thus, Michael means “Who is like God”; Gabriel is “The 

Strength of God”; and Raphael is “God’s Remedy.” 

Whenever some act of wondrous power must be performed, Michael is sent, so that his action and his name may 

make it clear that no one can do what God does by his superior power. So also our ancient foe desired in his 

pride to be like God, saying: I will ascend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the stars of heaven; I will be 

like the Most High. He will be allowed to remain in power until the end of the world when he will be destroyed in 

the final punishment. Then, he will fight with the archangel Michael, as we are told by John: A battle was fought 

with Michael the archangel. 

So too Gabriel, who is called God’s strength, was sent to Mary. He came to announce the One who appeared as a 

humble man to quell the cosmic powers. Thus God’s strength announced the coming of the Lord of the heavenly 

powers, mighty in battle. Raphael means, as I have said, God’s remedy, for when he touched Tobit’s eyes in order 

to cure him, he banished the darkness of his blindness. Thus, since he is to heal, he is rightly called God’s remedy. 
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Special collections each month 

Every month, a portion of the collection taken in church is designated to a specific purpose. There's a pattern to 

this special collection:  

• First Sunday: to Jazel Marie, our “adopted daughter” in the Philippines  

• Second Sunday: to Father Chris’s discretionary fund 

• Third Sunday: Loaves & Fishes 

(The third Sunday used to be generically “outreach Sunday,” but after requests to know where those funds were 

going, and as we try to support our chief mission ministry, the third Sunday is specifically designated to support 

Loaves & Fishes.) 

As it says in the bulletin announcements, each special collection is “loose change and designated checks.” So If 

you write a check to put in the offering plate, make it out to “St. Andrew’s” and then put the special designation 

in the memo line. In the future, we'll try to let you know how much we’re collecting, as part of our commitment 

to transparency and accountability. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Getting ready for a new school year means 

… Blessing of the Backpacks! During church 

on Aug. 24 we did just that. Students and 

parishioners involved in education brought 

their briefcase, backpacks, and school bags 

for a special blessing.  

It looked pretty serious in the beginning … 

 

 

… and then Fr. Chris began sprinkling the 

holy water! 

Shown with Fr. Chris in these pictures: Thomas 

Richardson, Sadie Pile, Oliver Kline, Nolan Jacob, 

Abigail Jacob, Reagan Herrman (Nolan and 

Abigail’s cousin), Sue Wilson, Rachelle Smith, Bill 

Clamurro, and Lucas Shepherd. Others not shown, 

but participating, were David and Sue Mai, and 

David Cordle. 
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www.standrewsemporia.org 

620.342.1537 

WORSHIP TIMES 

Sundays 8:30 (spoken) and  

10:45 a.m. (sung) 

Wednesdays 6:00 p.m., followed by fellowship 

and a meal during the academic year 

OFFICE HOURS  

Monday-Thursday, 9:00 - noon 

FR. CHRIS’ DROP-IN HOURS 

Monday-Thursday, 9:00 - 1.p.m. 

Other times by appointment 

 


